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Two features in particular of the author's method call for 
commendation. First, he has consistently applied to the growth 
of uncertain local traditions and "old settlers" gossip in which he 
found his subject involved, the touchstone of the contemporary 
historical document, as far as such was available; and secondly, 
for a considerable number of the documents drawn on he has gone 
to a source of supply, which, in view of its extraordinary richness 
in manuscript material bearing on early Western history, has been 
utilized by surprisingly few students and investigators — the files 
of the Indian Office in Washington. Only here and there among 
students of American history, as in Anne Heloise Abel's Proposals 
for an Indian State, 1778-1878, has resort been had to this great 
storehouse of documentary sources, not only for Indian tribal 
history, but also for the civil and ecclesiastical beginnings of our 
early Western settlements. 

Mr. Babbitt's failure to find corroboration in contemporary 
records for Father De Smet's account of the sinking of a Missouri 
river steamer some miles below Council Bluffs towards the end of 
April, 1839 (p. 56), is fortunately not due to a complete lack of the 
corroborative evidence sought for. The Missouri Republican, 
under date of May 6, 1839, reported the recent snagging and loss, 
seven miles below Council Bluffs, of the steamboat Pirate, at a 
place and time, therefore, coincident with the wreck described by 
Father De Smet. 

We commend Mr. Babbitt's brochure for a very painstaking 
and accurate piece of historical research, just the kind of historical 
research that must be carried on by hundreds of other bands 
working on similar themes, if the material for the history of the 
Mississippi Valley is to be brought to that stage of cultivation, 
so to speak, where the general historian can begin to utilize it 
with satisfactory results. 



Life and Letters of Fathers Ponziglione, Schoenmakers and 
other Early Jesuits at Osage Mission. Sketch of St. 
Francis Church. Life of Mother Briget. By W. W. 

Graves. Published by the author at St. Paul, Kansas, 1916. 
Pp. 268. 

This collection of historical sketches contains the biographies 
of the first missionaries who visited Southeastern Kansas a hun- 
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dred years ago. Chief among these were the well-known Jesuits, 
Father Paul Ponziglione, whom the author knew. Fathers Van 
Quickenborne, Shoenmakers, and Bax. The "Apostle of South- 
eastern Kansas," as Father Ponziglione was known, had in his 
own way almost as thrilling a life of adventure as his illustrious 
confrere, Father De Smet. Like all true missionaries, these 
pioneer Jesuits have written their names indelibly upon the pages 
of American civilization. They could go where no other white 
man would have been safe, and their deeds in consequence have 
been heralded by writers and poets as among the most notable of 
our country's history. The author has given us a collection of 
sources for the beginnings of Kansas, and his volume will be 
welcomed by all who are interested in the history of that impor- 
tant state. It is regrettable that the book is so poorly printed and 
that it is without an Index. 



The Life of George Washington, the Father of Modern Democ- 
racy. By the Very Rev. James O'Boyle. New York: Long- 
mans, Green & Co., 1915. Pp. xviii-(-362. 

This work has been returned to us as unworthy of a serious 
review. The volume is Father O'Boyle's second effort in Ameri- 
can History, and we earnestly hope it will be his last. It would 
be indeed a deplorable thing to present American history to so 
sympathetic a reading public as that of Ireland in such sorry 
form. Apart from the typographical errors, which are abundant, 
the author's style is at times grotesquely puerile, and his method of 
presentation displays an amount of ignorance the equal of which 
would be hard to find. Examples of this abound, as in the fol- 
lowing passage from the Introduction : 

"The real, vital, conservative religious power in the States 
is the Catholic Church. She has falsified the old theory of her 
enemies that only under monarchy can she prosper. She shows 
to all that it is possible to be a dutiful subject under Republican 
rule and still a firm believer in the Catholic Creed and a loyal 
child and obedient to the Chair of Peter. She changes not with 
the novelties of scientists. Her code of doctrine and morals has 
unchanged from the days when Bishop Carroll ruled alone over 
the entire Union, and today men^of every rank, Governors of 



